BOSTON 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


1987 
PARK  EVALUATION 

& 
SITE  SUMMARIES 


1AMAICA  PLAIN 


MAYOR  S  OFFICE 
OF  CAPITAL  PLANNINO 


>2 
1987 


EVALUATION  OF 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 

PARK  AND  RECREATION  LAND 


NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN 


Prepared  for 

MAYOR'S  OFFICE 

OF 

CAPITAL  PLANNING 


THE  HALVORSON  COMPANY,  INC. 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTS  AND 

SITE  PLANNING  CONSULTANTS 

161  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02113 


EVALUATION  OF 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 

PARK  AND  RECREATION  LAND 


NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN 


Prepared  for 

MAYOR'S  OFFICE 

OF 

CAPITAL  PLANNING 


THE  HALVORSON  COMPANY,  INC. 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTS  AND 

SITE  PLANNING  CONSULTANTS 

161  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS   02115 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

PARKS  Acreage 

JP-1.     Beecher  Street  Play  Area  0.  IB 

Beecher,  Gore,  and  St.  Peters  Streets 

JP-2.     Brewer/Burroughs  Tot  Lot  0.97 

Brewer  and  Burroughs  Streets 

JP-3.     Gibbons  Playground  0.1 

Sewall  Street  and  Dell  Avenue 

JP-4.     Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

JP-5.     Jefferson  Playground  1.1 

Heath,  Crawford  and  Floyd  Streets 

JP-6.     Mc  Laughlin  Playground  11.54 

Parker  Hill  and  Fisher  Avenues 

JP-7.     Mission  Hill  Playground  2.75 

Tremont  and  Smith  Streets 

JP-B.     Morzart  Street  Playground  0.81 

Centre  and  Mozart  Streets 

JP-9.     Murphy  Playground    '  3.17 

Carolina  Avenue  and  South  Street 

JP-10.    Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

JP-11.   Paul  Gore  Street  0.74 

Paul  Gore  Street  and  Paul  Gore  Terrace 

JP-12.    Pine  Bank  Play  Area 

Jamaicaway  and  Willow  Pond  Road 

JP-13.    Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

JP-14.    Rossmore/Stedman  Park  0.08 

Rossmore  and  Stedman  Streets 

JP-15.    South  Street  Mall  0.44 

South  Street  and  Carolina  Avenue 


NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN  Cont'd. 

PARKS  Acreage 

JP-16.  -  21.   Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

SQUARES  AND  MALLS  Acreage 


JP-22.    Hanlon  Square  0.0^» 

Huntington  Avenue,  Tremont  and  Francis 

JP-23.    Heath  Square  0.06 

Old  Heath,  New  Heath  and  Parker  Streets 

JP-24.    Mahoney  Square  0.07 

Centre  and  Perkins  Streets 

JP-25.   Oakview  Terrace  0.12 

Off  42^»  Centre  Street  and  Oakview  Terrace 

JP-26.   Soldier's  Monument  lot  0.13 

South  and  Centre  Streets 


JP-27.  -  ^2.   Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 


Nci"ijliborhood:Jamaica  Plain 

p  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Space 

■■■——— 


.51 


IX 


i 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  MlAAICA  FtAlM  SITE  NO 

>Site  NametgEggHElg  Sr  FUtf  A^A   Site  TyyeiOi^&Lv&l'&rrtLjiJ 
Location:  geg^Hg^,  6oee>  I  ST/pgTEg.'^Acreage:    t>- 16 A  j 
Evaluation  Team:  ^f5  W~tX  JW       Weather  Conditions: 


4=z3l^ 


Evaluation  Date:   ^  ■  £■  £7 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:   %0&iAgvc\\dL^ 


Site  Plan 


JT. 


0    510     20  50 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  through  locust 
grove  to  community 
gardens. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Vertical  poles  of 
unknown  purpose. 
Picnic  table,  benches 
and  fireplace  at  far 
end. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Beecher  Street  Play  Area 

Location:  Beecher,  Gore  and  St.  Peter  Streets 

Acreage:  0.18  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot/Community  Gardens 


Site  Description: 


Beecher  Street  Play  Area  is  a  rectangular  parcel  with  community  gardens,  a 
sitting  and  playground  area,  and  an  open  grassy  area.  It  abuts  residences  on  two 
sides  and  Beecher  and  St.  Peter  Streets  on  the  other  two  sides.  The  nearby  land 
uses  are  residential.  It  is  entirely  enclosed  by  chain-link  fencing  except  for 
several  sections  of  wooden  picket  fencing.  The  sitting  area  has  a  barbeque,  picnic 
table,  benches  and  a  play  structure.  Several  large  trees  are  located  along  the  edges 
of  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the 
fence,  which  is  in  fair  condition.  The  play  structure  is  in  good  condition.  The 
trees  are  also  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Beecher  Street  Play  Area  is  in  good  condition  overall,  and  its  community-built 
entrance  sign  and  park  furniture  give  it  the  inviting  appearance  of  a  park  that  is 
cared  for  by  the  neighborhood. 


• 


The  small  sitting  area  can  use  improvement.  At  present,  the  benches  and  table 
appear  somewhat  arbitrarily  placed  in  relation  to  one  another.  The  inclusion  of 
more  furniture  placed  in  such  a  way  as  to  facilitate  gathering  and  socializing 
would  enhance  this  area's  use.  The  slide  of  the  play  structure  terminates  at  a  rock 
and  would  best  be  re-aligned.  Soft  surfacing  material  should  be  added  under  the 
entire  play  structure. 

If  it  is  determined  that  the  best  use  for  the  majority  of  this  site  is  gardening, 
several  trees  blocking  sun  and  competing  with  garden  plants  should  be  removed. 


IX-7 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Beecher  Street  Play  Area  No. : 

location:  Beecher,  Gore  and  St.  Peters  Streets 

Acreage:   0.18  A       Site  Type:  Playlot/Coinmunity  Gardens 


JP-1 


Site  Description: 


■ 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Beecher  Street  Play  Area  is  a  rectangular  parcel 
with  community  gardens,  a  sitting  and  playground 
area  and  open  grassed  area.  It  abuts  residences 
on  two  sides  and  Beecher  and  St.  Peters  Streets 
on  the  other  two  sides.  The  nearby  land  uses  are 
residential.  It  is  entirely  enclosed  by  chain 
link  fencing  except  for  several  sections  of 
wooden  picket  fencing.  The  sitting  area  has  a 
barbegue,  picnic  table,  benches  and  a  play 
structure.  Several  large  trees  are  located  along 
the  edges  of  the  site. 

The  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  the  fence,  which 
is  in  fair  condition.  The  play  structure  is  in 
good  condition.  The  trees  are  also  in  good 
condition. 

Beecher  Street  Play  Area  is  in  good  condition 
overall,  and  its  community-built  entrance  sign 
and  park  furniture  give  it  the  inviting 
appearance  of  a  park  that  is  cared  for  by  the 
neighborhood. 


The  small  sitting  area  can  use  improvement.  At 
present,  benches  and  table  appear  somewhat 
arbitrarily  placed  in  relation  to  one  another. 
The  inclusion  of  more  furniture  placed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  facilitate  gathering  and  socializing 
would  enhance  this  area's  use.  The  slide  of  the 
play  structure  terminates  at  a  rock  and  would 
best  be  re-aligned.  Soft  surfacing  material 
should  be  added  under  the  entire  play  structure. 

If  it  is  determined  that  the  best  use  for  the 
majority  of  this  site  is  gardening,  several  trees 
blocking  sun  and  competing  with  garden  plants 
should  be  removed. 
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SITE    SUMMARY 


SITE  NO. 
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I  Neighborhood:  O/frVrfC/V  13AfH 
Site  Name:  &^e^/&\£eCM&WLPT Site  Type:  PUii  Lot- 
Location*  gggWgg /WD foUeeOC&rtS    Acreage:    A 97 A. 
Evaluation  Team:  ^P   *>  jg  t1~        Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:    ^-1^4.  fc~7      "~^uimw 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  fyg^vt^UiAl- 


Site  Plan 


\U  .     ..1 


SCALE 
0   510     20 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  street 
edge.   Fence  needs 
painting.   Timber 
structure  to  right 
in  good  condition. 


Site 

Photograph  2 

Edge 

and  play  surface 

in  good  condition. 

Play 

structure  to 

right 

needs 

replacement  of  missing 

parts 

Site  Photograph  3 

Plants  to  left  need 
thinning  and  plant 
beds  need  cleaning 
out.   Graffiti  on 
fence  at  rear. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Brewer/Burroughs  Tot  Lot 
Location:  Brewer  and  Burroughs  Streets 
Acreage:   0.2  A        Site  Type:  Playlot 


No. 


JP-2 


Site  Description: 


i 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Brewer/Burroughs  Playlot  is  a  small  trapezoidal 
play  area  designed  for  use  by  children  from 
toddler  to  kindergarten  age.  It  is  bounded  on 
two  sides  by  Brewer  and  Burroughs  Streets  and 
entirely  enclosed  with  fencing  -  steel  picket, 
wood  stockade  and  chain  link.  Evergreen  trees 
and  some  shrubs  are  planted  along  the  outside  of 
the  interior  perimeter  walk.  Two  small  bosques 
of  Linden  trees  are  planted  at  two  corners  of  the 
triangular  sand  surfaced  play  area.  There  are 
wood  and  metal  play  structures  in  the  park. 

The  standard  park  built  elements  are  all  in  good 
condition.  The  play  surface  and  edging  are  also 
in  good  condition.  The  play  equipment  needs 
repair  and  replacement  of  missing  parts,  such  as 
a  tire  swing  and  pegs  for  climbing. 

The  overall  design  of  Brewer/Burroughs  Tot  Lot  is 
attractive  and  inviting.  It  is  well  laid  out, 
with  circulation  and  seating  at  the  periphery, 
play  equipment  at  the  center  and  vegetation  at 
the  edges. 

A  problem  for  the  park  is  that  dogs  are  allowed 
to  use  this  enclosed  space  and  as  a  result  of 
their  waste  the  park  is  unpleasant.  Teenage 
drinking  is  reportedly  also  a  problem. 

A  Russian  Olive  tree  planting  along  the  edge  of 
the  park  is  not  a  good  choice  because  the  tree 
grows  profusely  and  will  require  frequent  pruning 
to  keep  it  confined  to  the  somewhat  small 
planting  bed.  Pruning  in  general  has  been 
inadequate  and  inappropriately  performed  in  the 
park. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 

#  Neighborhood:  J/^Ai^A  fLAiH 

Site  Name:  <£lgBar*g>  PtAY<&atoHD    SiteTyp^ 


i-n 


uU-tt;u 


Location:    sa^LLAHnpgUfi      Acreage:    £1A. 
Evaluation  Team:^F"  *>e>tr  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^-1^'£T7  ^un^u  . 

Surrounding  Land  Uses;   R^i^^jFL-tLl 


Site  Plan 


<:^U/MM>< 


Oelle  Avenue 


Site  Photograph  1 

Guy  wires  not  removed 
from  pine  trees. 


Site 

Photograph  2 

Front 

of  park  at 

Delle 

Street.   Empty 

tree 

pits  along 

sidewalk.   Fencing 

along 

edge  of  seating 

area 

creates 

difficult  to  maintain 

spaces. 

Site  Photograph  3 

Wall  along  this 
edge  needs  railing 
for  safety  purposes. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Passive  seating  area 
on  lower  level. 
Graffiti  on  wall. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  up  into  playlot. 
Active  play  needs 
of  children  makes 
growth  of  grass 
difficult. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Junipers  in  poor 
condition.   Railing 
needed  for  safety 
purposes  along  top 
of  wall. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Gibbons  Playground 

Location:  Sewall  Street  and  Delle  Avenue 

Acreage:   0.1  A        Site  Type:  Playlot 


No. 


JP-3 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Gibbons  Playground  is  a  small  rectangular  sloping 
parcel  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Sewall  Street  and 
Delle  Avenue.  A  stone  retaining  wall  with  steps 
forms  a  park  edge  along  one  half  of  the  length  of 
Sewall  Street,  which  slopes  very  steeply  to  the 
north.  A  small  sitting  area  is  laid  out  along 
Delle  Avenue.  A  second  sitting  area  is  located 
at  the  northeast  edge  of  the  site.  A  small  play 
area  is  in  the  middle  of  the  park.  There  are 
many  small,  angular,  sloping  areas  throughout  the 
site  that  are  heavily  planted.  A  steel  picket 
fence  encloses  the  sitting  area  at  Delle  Avenue 
and  edges  a  ramp  to  the  lower  sitting  area. 

The  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition.  The  play  structure  is  in  fair 
condition  and  the  edging  is  in  good  condition. 
Its  sand  surface  is  poor.  The  shrubs  are  in  poor 
condition.  The  trees  are  in  fair  condition.  Guy 
wires  were  never  removed  from  the  trees  and  have 
girdled  them.  The  vegetation  needs  maintenance 
and  in  some  cases  replacement.  The  lawn  is  worn 
and  bare  in  many  places  from  over  use. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


A  major  issue  for  Gibbons  Playground  is  its 
spatial  organization.  The  layout  of  the  path  and 
sitting  areas  is  very  convoluted,  resulting  in 
many  hard-to-maintain  corners  which  have  been 
filled  with  shrubs.  These  planted  areas  have  not 
done  well  because  they  seem  to  have  been  used  by 
children  for  play.  The  layout  of  two  sitting 
areas  in  such  a  small  space  is  redundant.  Use 
areas  and  circulation  could  have  been  much  more 
simply  organized. 

There  are  tree  grates  which  no  longer  have  trees 
in  them.  The  park's  retaining  wall  needs  a 
railing.  Vandalism  and  lack  of  adequate 
maintenance  have  combined  with  a  complicated 
spacial  design  to  contribute  to  the  deterioration 
of  the  space,  particularly  of  the  plants  and 
turf. 
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^Neighborhood:  OAM/Mfll  R/dH 
Site  Name;  JfeftsggJCN  ftA&eWNQ Site  Type:  PUiil.tf- 


SITE  NO. 


Location:  Jtefr^Cg/tWPasp  g  ftgp     Acreage:    hrif. 
Evaluation  Team^SP ^) '^"Jf""  Weather  Conditi 

Evaluation  Date:     ^\^'t>~7~ 
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Surrounding  Land  Uses^^luiV ,  i/z 
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Site  Plan 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Graffiti  on  wall. 
Park  treeless  and 
barren  looking. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Well-built  masonry 
wall  stained  by- 
rust  from  old 
chain  link  fence. 


_J 


Site  Photograph  3 

Basketball  court  at 
far  end  of  park. 
Unrestricted 
vehicular  access 
has  resulted  in 
destroyed  turf. 


* 


Site  Photograph  4 

Access  to  playground. 
Grass  strip  at 
entranceway  subject 
to  wear  and  difficult 
to  maintain. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Slide  too  close  to 
edge.   Trash  and 
glass  in  sand. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  through  playground 
to  parking  beyond. 
Playground  vandalized 
and  lacking. in 
equipment . 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Jefferson  Playground 

Location:  Heath,  Crawford  and  Floyd  Streets 

Acreage:  1.1  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


This  irregularly  shaped  playground  is  remotely  located  behind  a  recendy  con- 
structed school  on  former  parkland  abutting  Heath  Street.  The  park  has  very 
minimal  frontage  on  Grotto  Glen  Road,  a  dead-end  street  To  the  west  this  park  is 
located  below  an  embankment  behind  the  Veterans  Administration  Hospital.  To 
the  north  the  park  is  located  behind  an  old  school  (redeveloped  as  condominiums) 
and  the  new  school.  To  the  east  is  a  high  rock  outcropping  and  the  school  parking 
lot.  The  park  consists  of  basketball  and  tennis  courts,  a  baseball  field  and  a 
playground.  A  drive  provides  access  to  parking  and  play  areas.  There  is  a  fence 
around  two-thirds  of  the  perimeter  of  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception 
of  the  fence,  which  is  in  poor  condition,  and  a  game  table  which  is  unusable.  The 
sports  field  is  in  fair  condition.  The  surface  of  the  basketball  court  is  in  excellent 
condition,  however,  only  one  backboard  is  usable.  A  second  needs  a  rim  and  the 
third  needs  a  backboard  structure.  The  three  trees  in  the  park  are  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  playground  structures  are  for  the  most  part  in  good  condition,  although 
they  offer  little  play  value.  More  sand  surfacing  is  needed. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  remote,  largely  hidden  location  of  this  park  is  a  major  limitation  to  its  use. 
The  basketball  courts  and  playground  are  located  at  the  back  of  the  site,  making 
them  hard  to  supervise.  Police  surveillance  requires  driving  into  the  park.  At 
present,  there  are  no  barriers  to  block  vehicular  access  onto  the  playing  fields. 
Vehicles  have  been  driven  across  the  fields  and  have  damaged  turf. 

The  lack  of  trees  makes  Jefferson  Playground  look  bleak.  The  topography  and 
rock  outcroppings  provide  the  opportunity  to  create  rich  landscape  interest  with 
plantings  along  the  edges  of  the  playing  fields. 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Jefferson  Playground 

Location:  Heath,  Crawford  and  Floyd  Streets 

Acreage:   1.1  A        Site  Type:  Playground 


No. :  JP-5 


Site  Description: 


This  irregularly  shaped  playground  is  remotely 
located  behind  a  recently  constructed  school  on 
former  parkland  abutting  Heath  Street.  The  park 
has  very  minimal  frontage  on  Grotto  Glen  Road,  a 
dead-end  street.  To  the  west  this  park  is 
located  below  an  embankment  behind  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital.  To  the  north  the  park 
is  located  behind  an  old  school  (redeveloped  as 
condominiums)  and  the  new  school.  To  the  east  is 
a  high  rock  outcropping  and  the  school  parking 
lot.  The  park  consists  of  basketball  and  tennis 
courts,  a  baseball  field  and  a  playground.  A 
drive  provides  access  to  parking  and  play  areas. 
There  is  fence  around  two-thirds  of  the  perimeter 
of  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Most  of  the  standard  park  built  elements  are  in 
good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  fence 
which  is  poor  condition  and  a  game  table  which  is 
unusable.  The  sports  field  is  in  fair 
condition.  The  surface  of  the  basketball  court 
is  in  excellent  condition,  however,  only  one 
backboard  is  usable.  A  second  needs  a  rim  and 
the  third  a  backboard  structure.  The  three  trees 
in  the  park  are  in  good  condition.  The 
playground  structures  are  for  the  most  part  in 
good  condition,  although  they  offer  little  play 
value.  More  sand  surfacing  is  needed. 

The  remote,  largely  hidden  location  of  this  park 
is  a  major  limitation  to  its  use.  The  basketball 
courts  and  playground  are  located  at  the  back  of 
the  site,  making  them  hard  to  supervise.  Police 
surveillance  will  require  the  special  effort  of 
driving  into  the  park.  At  present,  there  are  no 
barriers  to  block  vehicular  access  onto  the 
playing  fields.  Vehicles  have  been  driven  across 
the  fields  and  have  damaged  turf. 

The  lack  of  trees  makes  Jefferson  Park  look 
bleak.  The  park's  topography  and  rock 
outcroppings  provide  the  opportunity  to  create 
rich  landscape  interest  with  plantings  along  the 
edges  of  the  playing  fields. 
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I  Neighborhood:  JAMAICA  f#ND 
Site  Name;MCk4USlH,lN  R/j^mnp  Site  Type:  PUc 
Location:  ?t&t&L  MUl  <  gtaH6i&     Acreage:    H.gfA. 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Team:  gf  "fctF  £fr  LV    Weather  Conditions: 
Evaluation  Date:    4-t'tn 


'ZUK 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  Ke&A&dMJU ,  4fe^pi 
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Site  Plan 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Stairways  from  Fisher 
Avenue  into  park. 
Visibility  into  park 
extremely  limited 
from  lower  level. 
Lack  of  visibility 
into  park  at  this 
edge  discourages 
entry. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Typical  condition 
of  sidewalks. 
Unrestricted  access 
allows  for  abandoned 
cars. 


& 
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Site  Photograph  4 

View  across  Softball 
fields.   Building 
above  being  demolished. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Resurfaced  basketball 
courts.   Cars  drive 
across  grassed  area 
and  mark  up  surface. 


m 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  along  Parker  Hill 
Avenue  beside  parking 
lot.   Is  this  lot 
part  of  park  property? 

^&g^£—lmmmaL^^Lm 

Site  Photograph  7 

View  from  high  point 
along  property  line 
showing  spectacular 
view.   Unauthorized 
dumping  along  walkway. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Unsurfaced  road 
along  property  edge 
by  residential 
buildings.   Is 
this  park  property? 


Site  Photograph  9 

View  back  along 
walkway  towards 
parking  area. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  McLaughlin  Playground 

Location:  Parker  Hill  and  Fisher  Avenues 

Acreage:  11.54  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


McLaughlin  Playground  is  a  large  park  bordered  by  Parker  Hill  Avenue  on  the 
north,  Fisher  Avenue  on  the  south  and  New  England  Baptist  Hospital  on  the 
northwest  The  site  is  divided  into  four  distinct  terraces.  The  two  lowest  terraces 
contain  little  league  and  Softball  fields;  a  third  terrace  has  basketball  courts  and  a 
playground.  The  fourth  terrace  is  being  used  as  a  parking  lot  A  fifth  terrace, 
possibly  off-site,  is  an  open  overgrown  field.  All  of  the  recreational  facilities  are 
presently  under  construction.  Steep,  overgrown  and  unmaintainable  embank- 
ments separate  these  facilities  from  Fisher  Avenue  on  the  south.  On  the  northern 
edge,  across  Parker  Hill  Avenue,  the  park  is  bordered  by  residential  land  use. 
Views  from  this  park  are  magnificent 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements,  the  park  facilities  and  the  playground  are  all 
being  renovated.  The  condition  of  two  very  large  sets  of  stairs  and  a  pathway 
system  along  the  top  of  the  slope  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Only  six  trees  on 
site  appear  to  have  been  planted  and  all  are  in  good  condition.  The  remaining 
plantings  appear  to  be  natural  plant  communities. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


This  site  offers  unequalled  panoramic  vistas  to  downtown  Boston,  the  harbor 
islands,  Quincy  and  the  Hull  Peninsula,  Franklin  Park,  the  Arboretum,  the  Blue 
Hills  and  beyond.  Therefore  its  design  should  consider  the  unique  citywide 
significance  of  this  park  area  as  well  as  needs  for  neighborhood  recreational 
facilities.  The  adjacent  undeveloped  land  between  New  England  Baptist  Hospital 
and  the  park  should  be  considered  for  purchase  if  not  already  owned  by  the  city. 
The  development  of  a  natural  landscape  park  along  the  steep  hillside  and  at  the 
summit  would  take  great  advantage  of  the  natural  assets  of  the  site.  Development 
of  a  vehicular  park  drive  to  the  summit  and  along  the  hillside  for  supervision 
purposes  should  also  be  considered.  At  present  visibility  into  and  throughout  this 
site  is  poor.  Such  a  park  drive  could  serve  for  pedestrian  use  and  possibly  for 
limited  public  vehicular  passage  as  well.  Height  restrictions  for  development 
adjacent  to  the  park  should  be  investigated  to  preserve  this  extraordinary  property. 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  McLaughlin  Playground 
Location:  Parker  Hill  and  Fisher  Avenues 
Acreage:   11.54  A      Site  Type:  Play field 


No. 


JP-6 


Site  Description: 


Conditidn  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


McLaughlin  Playground  is  a  large  park  bordered  by 
Parker  Hill  Avenue  on  the  north,  Fisher  Avenue  on 
the  south  and  New  England  Baptist  Hospital  on  the 
northwest.  The  site  is  divided  into  four 
distinct  terraces.  The  two  lowest  terraces 
contain  little  league  and  softball  fields;  a 
third  terrace  has  basketball  courts  and  a 
playground.  The  fourth  terrace  is  being  used  as 
a  parking  lot.  A  fifth  terrace,  possibly 
off -site,  is  an  open  overgrown  field.  All  of  the 
recreational  facilities  are  presently  under 
construction.  Steep,  overgrown  and 
unmaintainable  embankments  separate  these 
facilities  from  Fisher  Avenue  on  the  south.  On 
the  northern  edge,  across  Parker  Hill  Avenue,  the 
park  is  bordered  by  residential  land  use.  Views 
from  this  park  are  magnificent. 

The  standard  park  built  elements,  the  park 
facilities  and  playground  are  all  being 
renovated.  The  condition  of  two  very  large  sets 
of  stairs  and  a  pathway  system  along  the  top  of 
the  slope  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Only 
six  trees  on  site  appear  to  have  been  planted  - 
all  are  in  good  condition.  The  remaining 
plantings  appear  to  be  natural  plant  communities. 

This  site  offers  unequalled  panoramic  vistas  to 
downtown  Boston,  the  harbor  islands,  Quincy  and 
the  Hull  Penninsula,  Franklin  Park,  the  Arboretum 
and  to  the  Blue  Hills  and  beyond.  Therefore  its 
design  should  consider  the  unique  City-wide 
significance  of  this  park  area  as  well  as  needs 
for  neighborhood  recreational  facilities.  The 
adjacent  undeveloped  land  between  Baptist 
Hospital  and  the  park  should  be  considered  for 
purchase  if  not  already  owned  by  the  City.  The 
development  of  a  natural  landscape  park  along  the 
steep  hillside  and  at  the  summit  would  take  great 
advantage  of  the  natural  assets  of  the  site. 
Development  of  a  vehicular  park  drive  to  the 
summit  and  along  the  hillside  for  supervision 
purposes  should  also  be  considered.  At  present, 
visibility  into  and  throughout  the  site  is  poor. 
Such  a  park  drive  could  serve  for  pedestrian  use 
and  possibly  for  limited  public  vehicular  passage 
as  well.  Height  restrictions  for  development 
adjacent  to  the  park  should  be  investigated  to 
preserve  this  extraordinary  property. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^ArtAfCA  PtAiH 
Site  Name:  MI«S6<0h  HILL  ft/?gBCJNP Site  Type:  EUu  igf- 
Location:  -ftZBMCHT  AND  SMfTtt         Acreage:  Z.7^A, 
Evaluation  Team^t^  j£jt  gfr-        Weather  Conditions: 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date:  ^ -*\ -87 
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Surrounding  Land  Uj^es^MU^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  across  Softball 
field.   Shows  worn 
grass  in  foreground. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Across  lower  level 
Softball  field 
towards  stone  wall. 
Graffiti  on  wall. 
To  right,  access 
blocked  off  by  fence. 
Steps  falling  apart. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  across  playground 
shows  expanse  of 
pavement  with  small 
cutouts  for  trees. 
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SITE  NC 


Site  Photograph  4 

Two  play  areas  and 
spray  pool  (non 
functional)  to  left. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Looking  into  site 
from  upper  level. 
Fence  damaged  by 
delivery  vehicles. 
Wide  expanse  of 
paved  surface  in 
playground. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  out  from  spray 
pool  to  area  with 
game  tables,  benches 
and  trees.   Wall  to 
right  of  entrance 
point  in  need  of 
repair. 
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SITE  NC 
Site  Photograph  7 

Walkway  blocked  off 
along  east  park  edge. 
Now  lacks  purpose, 
collects  litter  and 
is  not  maintained. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Seating  on  upper  level, 
Trees  provide  good 
shade.   Small  areas 
of  grass  difficult  to 
maintain.   Groundcover 
in  curbed  planter  in 
poor  condition. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Mission  Hill  Playground 
Location:  Tremont  and  Smith  Streets 
Acreage:  2.75  A 
Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Mission  Hill  Playground  is  a  nearly  rectangular  park  that  abuts  Tremont  Street  on 
the  south  and  Smith  Street  on  the  north.  A  church  abuts  the  park  on  the  west  and 
a  library  and  school  on  the  east.  The  original  sloping  site  has  been  regraded  into 
three  terraces.  The  highest  area  of  the  site  adjacent  to  Tremont  Street  is  a  shaded 
sitting  area  with  benches  and  game  tables.  The  surface  is  mostly  paved,  with 
some  grassy  areas,  and  is  enclosed  by  an  ornate  iron  fence  along  Tremont  Street 
and  a  stone  wall  along  the  back  of  the  area.  A  sloping  lawn  and  stone  retaining 
wall  enclose  a  second,  lower  terrace  which  is  paved  and  has  a  playground  and  a 
spray  pool.  Below  the  wall  is  a  third  level  area  which  has  been  graded  and 
developed  for  a  softball  field  The  edge  adjacent  to  the  church  consists  of 
puddingstone  escarpments  and  high  stone  retaining  walls.  To  the  east  is  a  chain- 
link  fence  and  an  access  drive  for  the  school.  Nearby  land  uses  are  residential  and 
institutional. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  grass 
of  the  softball  outfield  is  in  poor  condition.  The  backstop  is  in  fair  condition  and 
the  infield  is  in  good  condition.  Much  of  the  chain-link  fencing  is  in  poor  condi- 
tion. The  metal  playground  equipment  is  in  good  condition,  although  it  has  low 
play  value.  The  sand  play  surface  is  in  fair  to  poor  condition  because  of  broken 
glass.  The  spray  pool  does  not  appear  to  be  operable.  The  trees  are  for  the  most 
part  in  good  condition  but  need  maintenance.  Guy  wires  need  to  be  removed,  and 
six  trees  require  removal. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  puddingstone  outcroppings,  stone  walls  and  the  stone  cathedral  adjacent  to 
the  park  are  attractive  elements  of  the  park  landscape.  However,  the  site  appears 
uninviting,  with  a  great  deal  of  pavement,  leftover  grassy  areas  that  serve  no 
purpose,  and  a  blocked-off  path  and  stairway  that  create  a  dead-end  space  beyond 
the  playground. 


Development  of  a  wider  entrance  road  and  coordination  of  site  improvements 
with  the  circulation  requirements  of  the  school  would  improve  the  design  and 
utility  of  this  park. 


IX-12 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Mission  Hill  Playground 

Location:  Tremont  and  Smith  Streets 

Acreage:  2.75  A        Site  Type:  Playground 


No. :  JP-7 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Mission  Hill  Playground  is  a  nearly  rectangular 
park  that  abuts  Tremont  Street  on  the  south  and 
Smith  Street  on  the  north.  A  church  abuts  the 
park  on  the  west  and  a  library  and  school  on  the 
east.  The  original  sloping  site  has  been 
regraded  into  three  terraces.  The  highest  area 
of  the  site  adjacent  to  Tremont  Street  is  a 
shaded  sitting  area  with  benches  and  game 
tables.  The  surface  is  mostly  paved  with  some 
grassed  areas,  and  is  enclosed  by  an  ornate  iron 
fence  along  Tremont  Street  and  a  stone  wall  along 
the  back  of  the  area.  A  sloping  lawn  and  stone 
retaining  wall  enclose  a  second,  lower  terrace 
which  is  paved  and  has  a  playground  and  a  spray 
pool.  Below  the  wall  is  a  third  level  area  which 
has  been  graded  and  developed  for  a  softball 
field.  The  edge  adjacent  to  the  church  consists 
of  puddingstone  escarpments  and  high  stone 
retaining  walls.  To  the  east  is  a  chain  link 
fence  and  an  access  drive  for  the  school.  There 
are  residential  and  institutional  land  uses  in 
the  surrounding  neighborhood. 

Most  of  the  standard  park  built  elements  are  in 
fair  to  good  condition.  The  grass  of  the 
softball  outfield  is  in  poor  condition.  The 
backstop  is  in  fair  condition  and  the  infield  is 
in  good  condition.  Much  of  the  chain  link 
fencing  is  in  poor  condition.  The  metal 
playground  equipment  is  in  good  condition, 
although  it  has  low  play  value.  The  sand  play 
surface  is  in  fair  to  poor  condition  because  of 
broken  glass.  The  spray  pool  does  not  appear  to 
be  operable.  The  trees  are  for  the  most  part  in 
good  condition  but  need  maintenance.  Guy  wires 
need  to  be  removed,  and  six  trees  require 
removal. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  puddingstone  outcrops,  stone  walls  and  the 
stone  cathedral  adjacent  to  the  park  are 
attractive  elements  of  the  park  landscape. 
However,  the  site  appears  uninviting,  with  a 
great  deal  of  pavement,  leftover  grassed  areas 
that  serve  no  purpose,  and  a  blocked-off  path  and 
stairway  that  creates  a  dead-end  space  beyond  the 
playground. 


I 


S  Sif^  ? -°ne  Park  ^^  P0^  alo"g  with 
the  dead  end  stairway  "alley"  results  in  a 

feeling  of  entrapment.  The  access  drive  into  the 
park  is  reportedly  used  by  staff  and  service^ 
vehicles  driving  to  the  school,  and  the  park 
ST^JS  0ftT  damged  bY  vehicles.  Development 
°1L   er.entranCS  r0ad  ^  coordination  oFsite 
improvements  with  the  circulation  requirements  of 

ofethfSkWOUld  hnprOVe  ti)B   desi^  and  utility 

The  excessive  amount  of  pavement  creates  a  harsh 
environment  for  the  park's  trees.  AlthoughlhT 
metal  play  equipment  is  in  good  condition;  it 
offers  minimal  play  value. 

^Vlf00t  high  ^^  link   fence  along  the  west 
Park  edge  seems  overly  restrictive.  An 
alternative  method  for  protecting  the  church 
windows  from  softballs  should  be  considered 
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ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  JAMAICA  &Mr\ 

Site  Name;  ftDZAPT  g  ftJg&gEm  Site  Type:  FUti  Li 
Location:  CgtfTEg  AND  MPZtter         Acreage:   <9.g[/4 
Evaluation  Team*.  ^T~     fctf"" 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date 
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Surrounding  Land 


,nd  Uses: 


Weather  Conditions: 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  park  showing 
mature  shade  trees 
along  perimeter,  and 
Honey  Locust  in 
generous  curbed 
planting  beds. 
Graffiti  on  back  wall. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Metal  play  structures 
with  sand  play  surface. 
Concrete  play  area  in 
foreground  does  not 
appear  to  be  used 
often. 


Site  Photographs 

View  "across  park  to 
basketball  court. 
Grass  panel  in  center 
compacted  and  eroded 
from  placement  in 
center  of  circulation 
pattern,  overuse. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Swings  broken, 
handball  wall  with 
graffiti.   Trees  along 
fenceline  thriving 
due  to  generous 
planting  bed. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Litter,  glass  in 

sand,  cracked  pavement. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Pedestrian  traffic 
needs  to  be  controlled 
here  to  prevent 
soil  erosion  and 
compaction. 


tp 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Most  large  trees  in 
this  park  have  been 
vandalized  in  this  way. 


Site  Photograph  8 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Mozart  Street  Playground 
Location:  Centre  and  Mozart  Streets 
Acreage:  0.81  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Mozart  Street  Playground  is  a  small  rectangular  park  at  the  intersection  of  Mozart 
and  Centre  Streets  in  the  middle  of  the  commercial  district  of  Jamaica  Plain. 
High  retaining  walls  on  the  parcel's  south  and  east  sides  have  been  used  to  create 
this  level  park.  The  space  adjacent  to  Centre  Street  has  been  developed  as  a 
sitting  area  with  bosques  of  trees  in  bermed  grass  islands.  The  two-thirds  of  the 
site  towards  the  rear  consist  of  a  basketball  court,  a  handball  court  and  a  play- 
ground. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  walls,  sports  lighting,  and  most  of  the  benches  and  fencing  are  in  good 
condition.  Some  of  the  benches  and  fencing  and  the  pavement  are  in  fair  condi- 
tion. The  basketball  court  is  in  fair  condition,  however  needs  one  new  basket  rim. 
The  handball  court  is  in  good  condition  although  covered  with  graffiti.  The 
playground  is  in  deteriorated  and  vandalized  condition.  Most. of  the  swings  are 
vandalized  The  slide,  climbers  and  concrete  tubes  are  in  good  condition.  The 
sand  surface  is  full  of  broken  glass  and  needs  replacement  The  trees  are  in  fair  to 
poor  condition  and  appear  to  be  subject  to  vandalism. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


There  are  a  number  of  elements  in  the  design  of  Mozart  Street  Playground  that 
create  use  and  maintenance  problems.  The  configuration  of  space  has  resulted  in 
grassy  areas  that  are  difficult  to  maintain  because  of  their  small  size.  Several  of 
the  grassy  areas  are  located  in  the  path  of  pedestrian  movement  into  the  park. 
This  traffic  compacts  the  soil  and  damages  the  grass.  At  the  same  time,  expanses 
of  adjacent: pavement  seem  unnecessarily  large.  Sections  of  iron  fencing  are 
missing,  and  replacement  of  them  would  control  access  and  protect  plantings  and 
grass  strips  from  being  trampled. 

This  park  suffers  from  a  high  degree  of  vandalism.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the 
lack  of  maintenance  and  design  problems,  has  resulted  in  a  very  deteriorated  park. 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Mozart  Street  Playground 
Location:  Centre  and  Mozart  Streets 
Acreage:   0.81  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


No. 


JP-8 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Mozart  Street  Playground  is  a  small  rectangular 
park  at  the  intersection  of  Mozart  and  Centre 
Streets  in  the  middle  of  the  commercial  district 
of  Jamaica  Plain.  High  retaining  walls  on  the 
parcel's  south  and  east  sides  have  been  used  to 
create  this  level  park.  The  space  adjacent  to 
Centre  Street  has  been  developed  as  a  sitting 
area  with  bosques  of  trees  in  bermed  grass 
islands.  The  two  thirds  of  the  site  towards  the 
rear  consists  of  a  basketball  court,  a  handball 
court  and  a  playground. 

The  walls,  sports  lighting,  and  most  of  the 
benches  and  fencing  are  in  good  condition.  Some 
of  the  benches  and  fencing  and  the  pavement  are 
in  fair  condition.  The  basketball  court  is  in 
fair  condition,  however  needs  one  new  basket 
rim.  The  handball  court  is  in  good  condition 
although  covered  with  graffiti.  The  playground 
is  in  deteriorated  and  vandalized  condition. 
Most  of  the  swings  are  vandalized.  The  slide, 
climbers  and  concrete  tubes  are  in  good 
condition.  The  sand  surface  is  full  of  broken 
glass  and  needs  replacement.  The  trees  are  in 
fair  to  poor  condition  and  appear  to  be  subject 
to  vandalism. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


There  are  a  number  of  elements  in  the  design  of 
Mozart  Street  Playground  that  create  use  and 
maintenance  problems.  The  configuration  of  space 
has  resulted  in  grass  areas  that  are  difficult  to 
maintain  because  of  their  small  size.  Several  of 
the  grassed  areas  are  located  in  the  path  of 
pedestrian  movement  into  the  park.  This  traffic 
compacts  the  soil  and  damages  the  grass.  At  the 
same  time,  expanses  of  adjacent  pavement  seem 
unnecessarily  large.  Sections  of  iron  fencing 
are  missing,  and  replacement  of  them  would 
control  access  and  protect  plantings  and  grass 
strips  from  being  trampled. 

This  park  suffers  from  a  high  degree  of 

vandalism.  This  in  conjunction  with  the  lack  of 

maintenance  and  design  problems  have  resulted  in 
a  very  deteriorated  park. 
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SITE  NO. 


Neighborhood:  d/^Wt6A  PLAlH 
§ite  Name:  MOEPrfY  PU^^OOhO  Site  Type:  pUnuiv;:i/J 
Location:  6<&0UriA  AHP  SOOTH       Acreage:    3.17A.          ~ 
Evaluation  Team-.  ^P  j  feti"  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date*.    -"+•  14  •  £>7         <*Tiu 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:^^^^l  ,  ^^i/ld?^4^^ 


Site  Plan 
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Carolina  Avenue 


*    f  rft  ■y'Vs *>-**: — "-fr^X— 


Child  Street 


^te^iivviv^  krTo^C 
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Site  Photograph  1 

Top  of  stairs.   Empty 
tree  pit.   Pavement 
appears  to  have 
settled,  resulting 
in  a  safety  hazard. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Sidewalk  and  tree 
planting  along  top  of 
wall.   Trees  either 
died  or  died  back  at 
base  and  branched  out 
from  base. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Sitting  area  and  game 
tables  on  Carolina 
Street.   Also  serves 
as  spectator  seating. 
Note  light  by  seated 
figure  -  typical 
condition. 


3. 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  across  field 
towards  school. 
Graffiti  on  walls. 


P. 3 


Site  Photograph  8 

Chain  link  and  poles 
should  be  removed. 


Site  Photograph  8 

View  of  park  uphill 
on  Child  Street. 
Walls  massive  and 
unfriendly. 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Murphy  Playground 

Location:  Carolina  Avenue  and  South  Street 

Acreage:  3.17  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Murphy  Playground  is  a  small  area  of  playing  fields  located  to  the  east  of  and 
below  the  Agassiz  School.  It  appears  from  original  park  plans  that  the  school  was 
constructed  on  the  upper  half  of  the  original  park.  At  present,  the  park  lies  at  the 
foot  of  a  15-foot  embankment  below  the  school.  Here  a  baseball  and  informal 
softball  field  were  created  by  constructing  high  retaining  walls  along  Verona  and 
Child  streets.  Carolina  Street  abuts  the  park  at  grade  along  its  north  edge.  A 
pedestrian  pathway  with  benches  shaded  by  a  linear  planting  of  yellowwood  trees 
runs  along  the  street  edges  of  the  park.  A  16-foot  chain-link  fence  encloses  the 
playing  fields  to  the  inside  of  this  pathway.  Residential  and  institutional  land  uses 
surround  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements  vary  considerably  in  condition.  The  walls, 
stairs,  and  sports  lighting  are  in  good  condition,  as  are  half  the  benches.  The 
pavement  and  the  remaining  benches  are  in  fair  condition.  The  lights  are  vandal- 
ized and  unusable.  The  bleachers  are  in  poor  condition.  The  playing  fields  are  in 
fair  condition  with  some  areas  having  settled  unevenly.  The  basketall  courts  are 
vandalized  and  unusable.  The  yellowwood  planting  is  in  poor  condition.  The 
trees  are  vandalized  and  very  poorly  maintained. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Murphy  Playground,  with  its  high  retaining  walls  along  Verona  and  Child  Streets, 
offers  a  harsh  and  uninviting  view  to  people  approaching  the  park  from  downhill. 
This  comer  entrance  into  the  park  could  have  been  designed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
allow  better  visual  access.  The  layout  of  the  park  is  good,  with  sports  facilities 
oriented  to  school  use  and  with  circulation  and  seating  around  the  park's  perime- 
ter. 


The  tree  planting  along  Carolina  Street  is  too  close  to  the  fence.  If  a  continuous 
strip  of  paving  around  these  trees  was  cut  away,  the  additional  porous  surface 
would  assist  root  respiration,  water  intake  and  growth. 


IX- 14 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Murphy  Playground 

location:  Carolina  Avenue  and  South  Street 

Acreage:  3.17  A        Site  Type:  Playground 


No. 


JP-9 


Site  Description: 


Murphy  Playground  is  a  small  area  of  playing 
fields  located  to  the  east  of  and  below  the 
Agassiz  School.  It  appears  from  original  park 
plans  that  the  school  was  constructed  on  the 
upper  half  of  the  original  park.  At  present,  the 
park  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  fifteen  foot 
embankment  below  the  school.  Here  a  baseball  and 
informal  softball  field  were  created  by 
constructing  high  retaining  walls  along  Verona 
and  Child  streets.  Carolina  Street  abuts  the 
park  at  grade  along  its  north  edge.  A  pedestrian 
pathway  with  benches  and  shaded  by  a  linear 
planting  of  Yellowwood  trees  along  the  street 
edges  of  the  park.  A  16  foot  chain  link  fence 
encloses  the  playing  fields  to  the  inside  of  this 
pathway.  Residential  and  institutional  land  uses 
surround  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  standard  park  built  elements  vary 
considerably  in  condition.  The  walls,  stairs, 
and  sports  lighting  are  in  good  condition,  as  are 
half  the  benches.  The  pavement  and  the  remaining 
benches  are  in  fair  condition.  The  lights  are 
vandalized  and  unusable.  The  bleachers  are  in 
poor  condition.  The  playing  fields  are  in  fair 
condition  with  some  areas  having  settled 
unevenly.  The  basketall  courts  are  vandalized 
and  unusable.  The  Yellowwood  planting  is  in  poor 
condition.  The  trees  are  vandalized  and  very 
poorly  maintained. 

Murphy  Playground,  with  its  high  retaining  walls 
along  Verona  and  Child  Streets,  offers  a  severe 
and  unfriendly  view  to  people  approaching  the 
park  from  downhill.  This  corner  entrance  into 
the  park  could  have  been  designed  in  such  a  way 
as  to  allow  better  visual  access.  The  layout  of 
the  park  is  good,  with  sports  facilities  oriented 
to  school  use  and  with  circulation  and  seating 
around  the  park's  perimeter. 


The  tree  planting  along  Carolina  Street  is 
suffering  from  being  planted  in  individual  tree 
pits  too  close  to  the  fence.  If  a  continuous 
strip  of  paving  around  these  trees  were  cut  away, 
the  additional  porous  surface  would  assist  the 
trees  with  root  respiration,  water  intake  and 
growth.  Yellowwood  trees  are  a  problem  because 
the  sap  weeps  heavily  from  damaged  bark  areas  and 
they  can  only  be  pruned  in  mid-summer. 
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|  Neighborhood:  ^Af^AJCA  KAiH  SITE  NO 

Site  Name^  TfoUL  &Q@E>  SV2&BT'  Site  TypejlW^eb^j  stun^i^ 


Location:  pAUL6flg£  ST  ^  P, 6O0$Te&  .Acreage:    A  7+ A . 
Evaluation  Team:  J9£ .^h-  ,ev.  Juj  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:   <4'&-&>7 


ci^uAu 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:    K^i^^KaU 


Site  Plan 


» 


fiS 


op 

SITE  NO 
Site  Photograph  4 

Grass  strip  along  front 
of  property  between 
stone  wall  and  fence. 
Area  used  as  a  dog 

run. 
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Site  Photograph  5 

Good-quality  wall 
and  pillar  along  Paul 
Gore  Street. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Main  access  to  site 
through  chain  link 
gates.   Shows  garden 
plots  and  wooded 
area  along  back  slope. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Paul  Gore  Street  No:  JP-11 

location:  Paul  Gore  Street  and  Paul  Gore  Terrace 

Acreage:   0.74  A       Site  Type:  Undeveloped  Lot/Community  Gardens 


Site  Description: 


Paul  Gore  Street  is  a  roughly  rectangular  area 
with  frontage  on  Paul  Gore  Street  and  a  small 
"panhandle"  of  land  reaching  northeast  to  Paul 
Gore  Terrace.  It  abuts  residences  to  the  east 
and  west.  The  site  consists  of  two  areas:  a 
relatively  level  area  adjacent  to  Paul  Gore 
Street  presently  used  for  community  gardens  and  a 
steeply  sloping  wooded  hillside  bounded  by  a 
retaining  wall.  There  is  a  cobblestone  retaining 
wall  along  Paul  Gore  Street  and  a  chain  link 
fence  behind  and  parallel  to  the  wall  and  along 
the  east  and  west  edges.  Two  benches  and  a 
picnic  table  are  located  in  the  upper  wooded 
area.  A  chain  link  gate  provides  access  from 
Paul  Gore  Street,  and  a  dirt  driveway  links  the 
site  to  Paul  Gore  Terrace. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  two  benches  and  picnic  table  are  in  good 
condition.  The  wall  along  the  street  is  for  the 
most  part  in  very  good  condition,  although  the 
stone  post  to  the  east  of  the  gate  has  a  few 
cracks  and  loose  stones.  The  chain  link  fence  is 
in  fair  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  major  constraint  on  the  utility  of  this  site 
for  either  gardening  or  park  development  is  its 
slope.  The  slope  of  the  garden  area  is  moderate, 
the  wooded  hillside  is  quite  steep,  and  the  small 
sitting  area  is  perched  on  the  one  small  level 
area  from  which  to  overlook  the  garden.  Terracing 
would  improve  the  area's  utility  for  gardening. 

The  ownership  and  boundary  between  Paul  Gore 
Terrace  and  the  site  should  be  clarified. 
Because  of  the  site  gradient,  vehicular  access 
would  be  easier  from  the  Terrace  than  from  Paul 
Gore  Street. 


The  cobblestone  wall  along  the  front  of  the  park 
has  several  loose  stones  which  should  be  re-set 
to  prevent  further  deterioration. 
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Neighborhood:  OAM/UCA  PlAiH 
Site  Name;  Pirig  GAH^fLAX  AfcSA    Site  Type:  hUu  ^vuuvO 
Location:gJ^t41CAW/vr  g  WlOfi*/  ESNP  Acreage: 
Evaluation  Team:^r ,  &t  Ctt~        Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date-.  ^1-bT. JF^u^ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  JfgJA^^a-Ugu, 


0] 

SITE  NO. 


Site  Plan 


^d, 


S"^ 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  shows  vehicular 
circulation  and  dumping 
of  granite  pieces  and 
trash. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Vehicular  access 
into  site  along  edge 
of  ballfield. 
Pond  in  background. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Grove  of  mature  trees. 
All  trees  show 
mechanical  damage 
at" bases,  and  signs 
of  stress  due  to 
cars  parking  around 
them. 


OP* 
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jg, 

SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

View  across  ballfield. 
Worn  grass  at  edge. 


, 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  back  through 

site  with  MDC  skating 

l^S 

rink  at  base  of 

high-rise  building. 

Parking  facilities 

1  ^H 

there  might  be  able 

to  be  used  for  this 

park. 

Site  Photograph  6 

A  vehicular  access 
point  to  the  site. 


Site  Photograph  8 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Pinebank  Play  Area 

Location:  Jamaicaway  and  Willow  Pond  Road 

Acreage:  3.5  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


Pinebank  Play  Area  consists  of  two  Softball  fields  in  the  midst  of  Olmsted  Park. 
They  are  located  on  the  north  side  of  Willow  Pond  Road  in  a  low,  relatively  level 
area  surrounded  by  rolling  wooded  hills.  Spectator  seating  is  provided  near  one 
of  the  fields.  The  restoration  of  Olmsted  Park  is  being  addressed  under  the 
Olmsted  Historic  Landscape  Preservation  Program  of  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Environmental  Management 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  playing  fields  are  in  fair  condition,  although  exhibiting  vehicular  damage. 
Infields,  benches  and  bleachers  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Backstops  and  park 
lighting  are  in  good  condition.  The  grass  is  wom  around  ballfield  edges. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  major  issue  for  Pinebank  Play  Area  is  the  lack  of  access  control,  which  has 
resulted  in  unrestrained  vehicular  traffic  and  parking.  This  has  a  severe  visual 
impact  on  the  site  and  has  caused  enormous  damage  to  mature  trees.  As  a 
consequence,  many  are  dead  or  nearly  so.  A  designated  and  organized  parking 
area  should  be  provided. 

Poor  visibility  into  the  site  makes  surveillance  difficult.  It  is  possible  to  see  into 
the  space  from  only  one  point  Indiscriminate  dumping  of  brush  and  granite 
detracts  from  the  beauty  of  the  setting. 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Pine  Bank  Play  Area 

location:  Jamaicaway  and  Willow  Pond  Road 

Acreage:   3.5  A        Site  Type:  Playground 


No. 


JP-12 


Site  Description: 


Pine  Bank  Play  Area  consists  of  two  softball 
fields  in  the  midst  of  Olmsted  Park.  They  are 
located  on  the  north  side  of  Willow  Pond  Road  in 
a  low,  relatively  level  area  surrounded  by 
rolling  wooded  hills.  Spectator  seating  is 
provided  near  one  of  the  fields.  The  restoration 
of  Olmsted  Park  is  being  addressed  under  the 
Olmsted  Historic  Landscape  Preservation  Program 
of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental 
Management. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  playing  fields  are  in  fair  condition, 
although  exhibiting  vehicular  damage.  Infields, 
benches  and  bleachers  are  in  fair  to  good 
condition.  Backstops  and  park  lighting  are  in 
good  condition.  The  grass  is  worn  around 
ballfield  edges. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  major  issue  for  Pine  Bank  Play  Area  is  the 
lack  of  access  control  which  has  resulted  in 
unrestrained  vehicular  traffic  and  parking.  This 
has  a  severe  visual  impact  on  the  site  and  has 
caused  enormous  damage  to  mature  trees.  As  a 
consequence,  many  are  dead  or  nearly  so.  A 
designated  and  organized  parking  area  should  be 
provided. 

Poor  visibility  into  the  site  makes  surveillance 
difficult.  It  is  possible  to  see  into  the  space 
from  only  one  point.  Indiscriminate  dumping  of 
brush  and  granite  detracts  from  the  beauty  of  the 
setting. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

SITE  NO 

I  Neighborhood:  JATWCA  RAfrj 
Site  Name:  PC^ncge/sreCHW  FftgJ^Site  Type:    r  Uu  Lot— 


Location:  VOe&noeB AflD  STBOfcVN  Acreage:    D0&A, 
Evaluation  Team^t^  ^  FM+- 


Evaluation  Date:  41  l^f1  %>7  ^unw 


Weather  Conditions: 


Surrounding  Land  Uses;     g£^yj£vjjj^j^ 


Site  Plan 
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15 

TENO 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  park  from 
Stedman  Street. 
Mature  shade  tree 
at  left. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  across  blacktop 
area. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Privet  hedge  serves 
as  screen  along 
residential  edge. 
Wooden  bollard 
rotten.   All  site 
features  painted 
different  primary 
colors. 
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SITE  NC 
Site  Photograph  4 

Metal  picket  fence 
and  granite  bollards 
an  attractive  edge 
treatment . 


Site  Photograph  5 

Benches  removed  from 
picnic  table. 
Grass  in  poor 
condition. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Settlement  of 
bituminous  concrete 
around  brick  edge, 
some  bricks  missing. 
Both  conditions  are 
safety  hazards. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Rossmore/Stedman  Park 

Location:  Rossmore  and  Stedman  Streets 

Acreage:  0.08  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Rossmore/Stedman  Park  is  a  small  rectangular  sitting  area  at  the  comer  of 
Rossmore  and  Stedman  Streets.  The  park  has  four  benches  and  a  picnic  table. 
Brick  paving  is  used  to  highlight  benches  and  the  comer  of  the  park,  while  the  rest 
of  the  park  is  paved  almost  entirely  with  bituminous  concrete.  A  steel  picket 
fence  encloses  the  park  on  the  two  sides  abutting  the  roads.  Chain-link  fence 
encloses  the  park  on  the  other  two  sides,  abutting  residences.  A  planting  bed  lines 
the  park  on  these  two  sides,  although  most  of  the  trees  and  shrubs  are  gone. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  benches,  pavement  and  fence  (except  for  a  missing  section)  are  all  in  fair 
condition.  The  picnic  table  is  unusable.  Wood  bollards  are  in  poor  condition. 
The  trees  and  shrubs  that  remain  from  the  original  planting  are  in  fair  to  poor 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Rossmore/Stedman  Park  has  an  excessive  amount  of  pavement,  rampant  weed 
growth  in  planting  beds  and  very  few  pieces  of  usable  park  furniture.  It  appears 
to  serve  little  purpose  as  a  public  gathering  and  use  area.  Currently,  it  would 
appear  to  provide  an  unsupervised  environment  for  teenagers  to  "hang  out." 


Use  of  several  different  primary  colors  to  paint  the  benches  has  given  the  park  a 
garish  appearance.  Appropriate  uses  and  redevelopment  of  this  park  should  be 
investigated. 


IX-17 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Rossmore/Stedman  Park 
Location:  Rossmore  and  Stedman  Streets 
Acreage:   0.08  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


No. 


JP-14 


Site  Description: 


Rossmore/Stedman  Park  is  a  small  rectangular 
sitting  area  at  the  corner  of  Rossmore  and 
Stedman  Streets.  The  park  has  four  benches,  a 
picnic  table  and  is  almost  entirely  paved  with 
bituminous  concrete.  Brick  paving  is  used  to 
highlight  benches  and  the  corner  of  the  park.  A 
steel  picket  fence  encloses  the  park  on  the  two 
sides  abutting  the  roads.  Chain  link  fence 
encloses  the  park  on  the  other  two  sides  abutting 
residences.  A  planting  bed  lines  the  park  on 
these  two  sides,  although  most  of  the  trees  and 
shrubs  are  gone. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  benches,  pavement  and  fence  (except  for  a 
missing  section)  are  all  in  fair  condition.  The 
picnic  table  is  unusable.  Wood  bollards  are  in 
poor  condition.  The  trees  and  shrubs  that  remain 
from  the  original  planting  are  in  fair  to  poor 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Rossmore/Stedman  Park  has  an  excessive  amount  of 
pavement,  rampant  weed  growth  in  planting  beds 
and  very  few  pieces  of  usable  park  furniture.  It 
appears  to  serve  little  purpose  as  an  inviting 
public  gathering  and  use  area.  Currently,  it 
would  appear  to  provide  an  unsupervised 
environment  for  teenagers  to  "hang  out". 

Use  of  several  different  primary  colors  to  paint 
the  benches  give  the  park  a  garish  appearance. 
Appropriate  uses  and  re-development  of  this  park 
should  be  investigated. 
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SITE  NO. 


Neighborhood:  vJrtfrVttGA  R/rfN 

Site  Name;  SOUTH  STgggT  f»WJ-~  Site  TypetMullianho^-Et,  • 

Location:   &xjtU  AND  GAgQOhA  Acreage:  g.«H/4l       ~ 

Evaluation  Team^^  fijt  C-Xr  ■  Weather  Conditions: 


Evaluation  Date:    <*4  ■  ft  ■  g>7 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^i/vt^^^L, -fect/lActvtL/ 


Plan 


^ 
fc 


Carolina  Avenue 


£ 


^uta^^/A^- 


0      S      10       20 


x3; 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  across  basketball 
court.   Low  wall  around 
edge  with  chain  link 
fence  creates  a  "dead 
space"  difficult  to 
maintain  and  keep 
clear. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Passive  sitting  area  - 
trees,  benches  and 
detailed  paving. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Shows  dense  planting 
of  trees  creating 
continuous  canopy 
that  shades  pavement. 
Pleasant  environment 
for  people. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Plant  strip  difficult 
to  maintain.   Space 
between  wall  and 
fence  an  ideal 
environment  for  weed 
species. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Tree  roots  raising 
tree  grate  as  roots 
outgrow  tree  pit. 
Poles  should  be 
removed. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  across  tennis 
courts  showing  other 
access  point. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  South  Street  Mall 

Location:  South  Street  and  Carolina  Avenue 

Acreage:  0.44  A 

Site  Type:  Multi-Purpose  Park 


Site  Description: 


South  Street  Mall  is  a  square  site  on  the  comer  of  South  Street  and  Carolina 
Avenue.  It  is  divided  into  two  use  areas.  Approximately  a  quarter  of  the  area 
abutting  South  Street  is  developed  as  a  brick  paved  mall  with  two  rows  of  linden 
trees  and  groupings  of  benches  and  game  tables.  To  the  rear  of  the  site  is  a  large 
paved  area  enclosed  with  chain-link  fence  which  was  at  one  point  used  for  tennis 
and  appears  to  have  the  remains  of  backboard  posts  for  basketball.  Nearby  land 
uses  are  residential  and  commercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


With  the  exception  of  one  bench  which  is  in  fair  condition,  all  standard  park-built 
elements  are  in  good  condition.  The  sports  court  surface  is  in  poor  condition  and 
none  of  the  necessary  tennis  net  posts  or  basketball  backboards  exist.  The  trees 
are  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  require  pruning. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Use  needs  for  the  neighborhood  should  be  clarified  in  order  to  determine  the  most 
appropriate  development  for  South  Street  Mall.  The  mall's  sitting  area  serves 
well  as  a  place  to  rest  along  the  street,  but  the  lack  of  facilities  for  sports  play  and 
the  poor  court  surface  condition  indicates  that  the  large  paved  play  area  has  not 
been  used  recently. 

Although  the  linden  trees  along  the  mall  area  are  continuing  to  grow,  the  planting 
detail  has  not  provided  enough  growing  space.  Some  tree  grates  will  need  to  be 
enlarged  to  accommodate  tree  growth.  Metal  tree  stakes  have  not  been  removed 
and  should  be  carefully  extracted  from  the  tree  to  avoid  root  damage.  The  trees 
should  be  pruned  so  that  their  branches  do  not  interfere  with  pedestrian  move- 
ment 
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Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  South  Street  Mall 

location:  South  Street  and  Carolina  Avenue 

Acreage:  0.44  A        Site  Type:  Multi-Purpose  Park 


No. 


JP-15 


Site  Description: 


South  Street  Mall  is  a  square  site  on  the  corner 
of  South  Street  and  Carolina  Avenue.  It  is 
divided  into  two  use  areas.  Approximately  a 
quarter  of  the  area  abutting  South  Street  is 
developed  as  a  brick  paved  mall  with  two  rows  of 
Linden  trees  and  groupings  of  benches  and  game 
tables.  To  the  rear  of  the  site  is  a  large  paved 
area  enclosed  with  chain  link  fence  which  was  at 
one  point  used  for  tennis  and  appears  to  have  the 
remains  of  backboard  posts  for  basketball. 
Nearby  land  uses  are  residential  and  commercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


With  the  exception  of  one  bench  which  is  in  fair 
condition,  all  standard  park  built  elements  are 
in  good  condition.  The  sports  court  surface  is 
in  poor  condition  and  none  of  the  necessary 
tennis  net  posts  or  basketball  backboards  exist. 
The  trees  are  in  fairly  good  condition.  However, 
they  require  pruning. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Use  needs  for  the  neighborhood  should  be 
clarified  in  order  to  determine  the  most 
appropriate  development  for  South  Street  Mall. 
The  Mall's  sitting  area  serves  well  as  a  place  to 
rest  along  the  street,  but  the  lack  of 
appurtenances  for  sports  play  and  the  poor  court 
surface  condition  indicates  that  the  large  paved 
play  area  has  not  been  used  recently. 

Although  the  Linden  trees  along  the  mall  area  are 
continuing  to  grow,  the  planting  detail  has  not 
provided  enough  growing  space.  Some  tree  grates 
will  need  to  be  enlarged  to  accommodate  tree 
growth.  Metal  tree  stakes  have  not  been  removed 
and  should  be  carefully  extracted  from  the  tree 
to  avoid  root  damage.  The  trees  should  be  pruned 
in  order  that  their  branches  not  interfere  with 
pedestrian  movement. 
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Neighborhood:  ciAMAfOA  fVfrN 

Site  Name:  HAHLSN  SQUfteg  Site  Type:  ^S^pjy 

Location:  MrfflN^TftgMCNr  JTfefrftS  Acreage:    ggjgJL 

Evaluation  Team:4f^^btt^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^.  l^"|fc"7         ^x^v 
Surrounding  Land  Use|:  ^own/v^y f  cuzXs 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Popular  sitting  place 
at  a  busy  intersection. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Hanlon  Square 

Location:  Huntington  Avenue,  Tremont  and  Francis  Streets 

Acreage:   0.04  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No.:  JP-22 


Site  Description: 


Hanlon  Square  is  a  large  paved  area  at  the  corner 
of  Francis  Street  and  Huntington  Avenue.  Six 
benches  and  four  oak  trees  surround  a  small 
curbed  area  containing  a  war  monument  and 
flagpole.  Nearby  land  uses  are  commercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition,  except  for  the  flagpole  and  curb  which 
are  in  excellent  condition.  The  tree  planting  is 
in  fairly  good  condition  but  needs  maintenance. 
The  lawn  is  in  fair  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Hanlon  Square  appears  to  be  a  popular  sitting 
area  at  a  busy  intersection.  The  oval  "green"  in 
the  center  of  the  square  is  too  small  for  grass, 
both  for  visual  effect  and  for  ease  of 
maintenance.  It  would  be  much  more  effective  if 
planted  in  perennial  or  annual  flowers  or 
groundcover.  The  paved  area  to  the  south  of  the 
monument  appears  barren.  Additional  seating  or 
planting  should  be  considered. 
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Neighborhood:.  VfrWCA  g^tti 

Site  Name:  W&&#  ^SUAES 

Location:^tO  Hg^rteW  tfgffil  ^&W&. Acreage:   ggfe A . 

Evaluation  Team:  Bit"  ^sp  Weather  Conditions: 
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Site  Type: 
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Surrounding  Land  Uses:  vaia**^^^  Mc\A£v^\ai 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Shows  traffic  island 
surrounded  by  walkway 
and  granite  curbing. 
Good  Pin  Oak  in 
center. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Trash,  weeds,  dumped 
materials,  remnants 
of  original  shrub 
planting. 


Site 

Photograph 

3 

Granite    curbing   in 

good 

condition. 

Weed 

growth. 

Site  Photograph  4 

Shows  context  of 
island,  and 
undeveloped  land 
behind. 


Heath 
:e  curb, 
n 
rrounds 


iition. 
recon- 
lbsare 
condi- 


Site  Photograph  5 

Simple  renovation  and 
on-going  maintenance 
of  this  square  would 
improve  character  of 
neighborhood. 


image  of 
;tab- 
gments 
stallation 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Heath  Square 

Location:  Heath,  New  Heath  and  Parker  Streets 

Acreage:  0.06  A        Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


JP-23 


Site  Description: 


Heath  Square  is  a  small  triangular  parcel  at  the 
intersection  of  Heath,  New  Heath  and  Parker 
Streets.  The  planted  area  is  enclosed  by  a  high 
bull-nose  granite  curb.  Holes  for  a  fence  are 
present  in  the  curb.  There  are  four  trees 
including  an  attractive  flowering  Cherry  which 
highlights  the  space.  A  sidewalk  surrounds  the 
site.  Nearby  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  high  granite  curb  enclosing  the  green  area  is 
in  remarkably  good  condition.  The  perimeter 
sidewalk  and  roadside  curb  are  in  poor  condition 
and  need  reconstruction.   The  trees,  especially 
a  Crabapple,  need  to  be  pruned.  The  shrubs  are 
in  poor  condition.  The  turf  is  overwhelmed  by 
weeds  and  is  in  very  poor  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Heath  Square  appears  to  receive  no  maintenance 
and  looks  abandoned  and  unattractive.  It  is  full 
of  litter  and  has  occasionally  been  used  for 
dumping. 

Renovation  of  this  space  would  greatly  enhance 
this  intersection  and  the  image  of  the 
neighborhood.  Existing  shrubs  should  be  removed 
and  lawn  re-established.  The  four  site  trees  are 
four  different  species,  and  this  visually 
fragments  the  space.  A  simple  planting  would 
better  unify  this  small  square,  and  installation 
of  an  ornamental  iron  fence  would  further  dignify 
it.  • 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

E  Neighborhood:  JAMAICA  PtAiH 
Site  Name:  IMHOHST  ^(POAgg       Site  Type:  4 


SITE  NO. 


Location:  C6rtt£g  AMD  PS^HS     Acreage:  <g,^7A. 
Evaluation  Team-.^f^   ^1i  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date ••    A^>t>7  ^mnu 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^onuvw-iaAC  ,  ^Sj^^XC 


Site  Plan 


SCALE 


'0   510     20 


50 


',..    ® 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Tree  planting  in 
traffic  triangle. 
Granite  curbing 
around  tree  good 
for  protecting  tree 
against  compaction 
from  pedestrians. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Traffic  rotary  -  focal 
point  and  pedestrian 
use  area  in  middle  of 
busy  intersection. 
Evergreen  strong 
visual  element. 
Fencing  a  good 
protection  for  planting. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Small  areas  of  grass 
such  as  this  difficult 
to  maintain. 
Monument  in  good 
condition. 


o^ 


p. 3 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Tree  and  shrub 
planting  in  rotary 
island.   Granite 
curbing  protects 
planting  from 
pedestrian  traffic. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Junipers  not  doing 
well.   Most  likely 
suffering  from  snow 
storage. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  of  square  from 
Centre  Street. 


^_^— _ 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Mahoney  Square 
Location:  Centre  and  Perkins  Streets 
Acreage:  0.07  A 
Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Mahoney  Square  is  a  small  circular  island  at  the  intersection  of  Centre  and 
Perkins  Streets.  Two  adjacent  traffic  islands  have  been  designed  to  control  traffic 
and  enhance  this  intersection.  Plantings  in  all  three  islands  have  been  protected 
by  use  of  granite  curbs.  In  the  center  island  a  fence  has  been  added  as  well  to 
frame  the  space  and  to  protect  the  planting.  The  central  square  contains  a  pine 
tree,  shrub  plantings,  lawn  and  a  war  monument.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential  and  commercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


This  square  has  recendy  been  constructed  and  all  standard  park-built  elements  are 
in  excellent  condition.  The  tree  plantings  are  all  in  good  condition.  The  shrub 
planting  in  one  of  the  islands  appears  to  have  been  crushed  by  dumped  snow. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Mahoney  Square  is  a  positive  development  for  this  neighborhood.  The  simple 
ornamental  iron  fence  gives  the  space  an  elegant  presence  on  the  street.  However, 
the  planting  design  for  the  circular  island,  with  its  patches  of  shrubs,  lawn  and 
crab  apple  and  pine  trees,  is  too  busy  and  varied  for  such  a  small  space.  It  also 
creates  additional  maintenance  effort.  The  plantings  on  the  small  triangular 
islands  are  problematic  as  well.  The  linden  trees  appear  isolated  and  insignificant. 
In  their  small  planting  pits  surrounded  by  pavement,  they  have  litde  chance  of 
survival.  The  junipers  are  too  brittle  a  shrub  for  this  vulnerable  location,  and  are 
being  broken  by  snow  piles. 

The  use  of  curbing  to  protect  plants  is  a  good  method  for  discouraging  foot  traffic 
near  plants. 


IX-21 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Mahoney  Square 

Location:  Centre  and  Perkins  Streets 

Acreage:  0.07  A        Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


JP-24 


Site  Description: 


Mahoney  Square  is  a  small  circular  island  at  the 
intersection  of  Centre  and  Perkins  Streets.  Two 
adjacent  traffic  islands  have  been  designed  to 
control  traffic  and  enhance  this  intersection. 
Plantings  in  all  three  islands  have  been 
protected  by  use  of  granite  curbs.  In  the  center 
island  a  fence  has  been  added  as  well  to  frame 
the  space  and  to  protect  the  planting.  The 
central  square  contains  a  Pine  tree,  shrub 
plantings,  lawn  and  a  war  monument.  Surrounding 
land  uses  are  residential  and  commercial. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


This  square  has  recently  been  constructed  and 
all  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  excellent 
condition.  The  tree  plantings  are  all  in  good 
condition.  The  shrub  planting  in  one  of  the 
islands  appears  to  have  been  crushed  by  dumped 
snow. 


Mahoney  Square  is  a  positive  development  for  this 
neighborhood.  The  simple  ornamental  iron  fence 
gives  the  space  an  elegant  presence  on  the 
street.  However,  the  planting  design  for  the 
circular  island,  with  its  patches  of  shrubs,  lawn 
and  Crabapple  and  Pine  trees,  is  too  busy  and 
varied  for  such  a  small  space.  It  also  creates 
additional  maintenance  effort.  The  plantings  on 
the  small  triangular  islands  are  problemetic  as 
well.  The  Linden  trees  appear  isolated  and 
insignificant.  In  their  small  planting  pits 
surrounded  by  pavement,  they  have  small  chance  of 
survival.  The  Junipers  are  too  brittle  a  shrub 
for  this  vulnerable  location,  and  are  being 
broken  by  snow  piles. 

The  use  of  curbing  to  protect  plants  is  a  good 
method  for  discouraging  foot  traffic  near  plants. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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STANDARD  PARK 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  J/WAtCA  RAfH 
Site  Name:  a*fcviigvV  Tgg&ACg.  Site  Type:    ^  n  c^ 

Location:  #pp  434  OBHTZB  V  Q4feVffiW  Acreage:  OM2A. 
Evaluation  Team»~3p  Mt^ev  OW       Weather  Conditions: 
Evaluation  Date 


SITE  NO. 


Surrounding  Land 


,nd  Uses*.  f< 


^?lLVUvi 


K&£\Ag\Kti£iU 


Site  Plan 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  into  park 
showing  tree  in  need 
of  removal. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Junipers  overgrown 
and  Crabapples  in 
need  of  thinning. 
Grass  needs  to  be 
reconditioned. 


Site  Photographs 

Rocky  ledge  of 
puddingstone  a 
significant  scenic 
feature  of  site. 
Note  on  inside  edge 
of  sidewalk,  grass 
worn  and  rutted  by 
cars  either  parked 
or  driving  by. 


*2^ 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  from  end  of 
cul-de-sac.   Grass 
worn  away  along 
edge. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  into  center  of 
island.   Note 
neighborhood  sign 
on  tree. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Concrete  sidewalk 
installed  in  fall 
and  already  spalling. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Oakview  Terrace 

Location:  Off  424  Centre  Street  and  Oakview  Terrace 

Acreage:  0.12  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Oakview  Terrace  is  a  small  oval  area  on  a  quiet  dead-end  residential  street.  A 
narrow  sidewalk  and  granite  curb  surround  the  space.  There  are  several  low  rock 
outcroppings  on  the  site,  as  well  as  several  shade  and  flower  trees  and  mature 
evergreen  shrubs. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  curb  and  concrete  sidewalk  are  in  good  condition,  although  there  is  some 
spalling  of  the  sidewalk.  The  plantings  are  mostly  in  good  condition,  although 
one  tree  needs  removal  and  all  plants  need  pruning.  The  lawn  along  the  edge  of 
the  recently  reconstructed  sidewalk  is  in  very  poor  condition.  Construction 
materials  were  left  and  topsoil  was  not  spread  and  seeded  to  finish  the  work. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  roadway  around  this  island  is  too  narrow  to  accommodate  parked  cars  as  well 
as  passage  of  emergency  vehicles.  Because  of  its  curved  alignment,  even  cars 
have  difficulty  passing  around  the  circle  unless  parked  vehicles  are  close  to  the 
curb. 


The  lawn  areas  need  topsoil  and  seeding.  Many  sapling  trees  are  growing  up  in 
the  juniper  shrub  mass  and  need  removal.  The  junipers  themselves  are  large  and 
seem  to  have  outgrown  their  space,  competing  with  nearby  crab  apple  trees  for  the 
visual  focus  on  the  north  edge  of  the  square. 

This  space  is  best  maintained  by  local  residents,  since  it  is  so  closely  integrated 
into  this  residential  block.  The  presence  of  a  handmade  sign  indicates  that 
neighbors  already  care  for  the  space. 


IX-22 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 

Site  Name:  Oakview  Terrace 

location:  Off  424  Centre  Street  and  Oakview  Terrace 

Acreage:  0.12  A        Site  Type:  Square 


No. 


JP-25 


Site  Description: 


Oakview  Terrace  is  a  small  oval  area  on  a  quiet 
dead-end  residential  street.  A  narrow  sidewalk 
and  granite  curb  surround  the  space.  There  are 
several  low  rock  outcrops  on  the  site,  as  well  as 
several  shade  and  flower  trees  and  mature 
evergreen  shrubs. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  curb  and  concrete  sidewalk  are  in  good 
condition,  although  there  is  some  spalling  of  the 
sidewalk.  The  plantings  are  mostly  in  good 
condition,  although  one  tree  needs  removal  and 
all  plants  need  pruning.  The  lawn  along  the  edge 
of  the  recently  reconstructed  sidewalk  is  in  very 
poor  condition.  Construction  materials  were  left 
and  topsoil  was  not  spread  and  seeded  to  finish 
the  work. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  roadway  around  this  island  is  too  narrow  to 
accommodate  parked  cars  as  well  as  passage  of 
emergency  vehicles.  Because  of  its  curved 
alignment,  even  cars  have  difficulty  passing 
around  the  circle  unless  parked  vehicles  are 
close  to  the  curb. 

The  lawn  areas  need  topsoil  and  seeding.  Many 
sapling  trees  are  growing  up  in  the  Juniper  shrub 
mass  and  need  removal.  The  Junipers  themselves 
are  large  and  seem  to  have  outgrown  their  space, 
competing  with  nearby  Crabapple  trees  for  the 
visual  focus  on  the  north  edge  of  the  square. 

This  space  is  best  maintained  by  local  residents, 
since  it  is  so  closely  integrated  into  this 
residential  block.  The  presence  of  a  hand-made 
sign  indicates  that  neighbors  already  care  for 
the  space. 
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Site  Name:4QLPl6g<>  MONUflgNT  LOT  Site  Typejfjj^3>  cs 

Location:  SXrm  AftD  CBKTfoS  Acreage:    #13  A, 

Evaluation  Team*.  ^?T  ^  ?D  tt    *  Weather  Conditions: 


Evaluation  Date:  ^\..^e>T 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  of    square   from 
Centre    Street    showing 
two  monuments,    a 
milestone   and   two 
Cherry    trees. 
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Site  Photograph  2 

View  of  monument 
showing   ornamental 
metal   fence   and   gate 
around   edge. 
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Site  Photograph  3 

View  northeast  from 
Centre  Street.   Location 
of  flagpole  bisects 
view  of  monument. 
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Site  Photograph  6 

Poorly  pruned  trees  - 
branch  stubs  left. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph? 

Central  dead  leader 
of  Magnolia  needs 
to  be  removed. 
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^fiKkSdM  Miami 


Site  Photograph  8 

Base  of  monument 
obscured  by  shrubs. 


Neighborhood:  Jamaica  Plain 
Site  Name:  Soldiers'  Monument  Lot 
Location:  South  and  Centre  Streets 
Acreage:  0.13  A 
Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Soliders'  Monument  Lot  is  a  small  triangular  island  at  the  intersection  of  South 
and  Centre  Streets.  It  is  enclosed  by  a  high  granite  curb  and  a  recently  con- 
structed steel  picket  fence.  At  the  center  is  a  large  granite  Civil  War  monument. 
To  the  north  is  a  boulder  monument  with  a  missing  commemorative  plaque 
flanked  by  two  crab  apple  trees.  A  flagpole  sits  at  the  west  end  of  the  green  and 
there  are  two  ash  trees  nearby.  The  Civil  War  monument  is  surrounded  by  a 
hedge.  A  narrow  three-foot  concrete  walk  edges  the  park  on  the  south,  with  a 
four-foot  walk  on  the  north  and  a  generous  seven-foot  walk  along  South  Street. 
Nearby  land  uses  are  residential,  commercial  and  institutional. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  curbing,  fencing  and  monuments  (except  for  the  missing  plaque)  are  in  good 
condition.  Two-thirds  of  the  encompassing  concrete  walks  are  in  fair  condition, 
and  the  remaning  one-third  is  in  good  condition.  Three  light  poles  are  missing 
and  two  others  are  in  good  condition.  The  trees  and  shrubs  are  all  in  good 
condition.  However,  the  trees  need  improved  pruning. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  square's  Civil  War  monument  is  an  impressive  architectural  structure.  This 
along  with  the  filagreed  metal  fence  gives  a  dignified  historic  character  to  the 
space.  Therefore,  the  modern  globe  lights  around  the  square  are  out  of  character 
and  clash  with  this  historic  expression. 


♦ 


The  use  of  inkberry  as  a  shrub  around  the  base  of  the  Civil  War  monument  is  not 
the  best  choice.  The  shrubs  have  grown  tall  and  obscure  the  bottom  of  the 
monument  Flowers,  ground  cover  or  prostrate  shrub  species  would  be  better 
here. 

In  addition,  the  south  sidewalk  is  too  narrow  for  comfortable  passage  and  is 
partially  blocked  at  the  center  by  a  light  pole. 

The  flagpole  is  too  high  in  proportion  to  the  monument 
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